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A National Perspective
In 1962, the U.S. Supreme Court concluded that addiction is an illness, not a crime, 
and that states may compel addicts to submit to treatment, and also impose criminal 
sanctions for non-compliance. In the early 1970s, federal agencies began developing 
the concept of linking treatment and the judicial process for the specific purpose of 
interrupting the relationship between addictive behavior and criminal activity. The 
result was an initiative named Treatment Alternatives to Street Crime (TASC).
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In 1994, North Carolinas Structured Sentencing Act (SSA) established truth-
insentencing and expanded the community-based services available to drug-
involved offenders. Designed to reduce recidivism and increase public safety 
by properly balancing punishment with rehabilitative options, SSA prioritized 
violent and career offenders for incarceration while offering judges a wide range 
of community-based sanctions for offenders remaining in and returning to the 
community. Among those options is participation in TASC, with serviceable 
populations prioritized by the intensity of services and supervision required 
and the likelihood of relapse and recidivism.

North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services



The North Carolina Offender Management Model
Prompted by a desire to manage the utilization of community resources, DHHS
partnered with the Department of Correction (DOC) to develop the North 
Carolina Offender Management Model (OMM). This model balances the 
intervention opportunities provided by DHHS with the controlled supervision 
of DOC to manage offenders effectively and efficiently.
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          
          
         

Managing Offender Care - A National Model
The North Carolina model for delivering TASC services to offenders is the first
of its kind in the country, and replicable nationwide. Even as many states
consider systemic approaches to the treatment needs of offenders, North
Carolina has implemented a statewide infrastructure to meet those needs.
Centralized information management and oversight allows the state to 
efficiently leverage resources to ensure that offenders will return to their 
communities safely  The statewide nature of the TASC Network ensures that 
offenders across the state will have access to the same quality and types of 
services.
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FISCAL YEAR 2005 TASC STATISTICS

Offenders Served..................................  11038
Male...........................................................  80%
Female......................................................  20%

Race
Black..........................................................  48%
White.........................................................  49%

Not Married.............................................  86%

No High School Diploma...................  56%

Felony Conviction................................  74%
Misdemeanor Conviction..................  26%

Referral Source:
Division of Community Corrections............  75%
Judiciary.................................................................  23%

Average cost per client per day.......  $1.50

Age of Offender:

Primary Substance of Use:

18%

39%

24%

19%

16-21

22-30

31-40

over 40

4%

24%

46%

21%

5%

Alcohol

Marijuana

Cocaine

Heroin

Other 

For more information contact:
TASC Administrator
Dept. of Health and Human Services
Division of Mental Health, Developmental 
Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services
325 North Salisbury St.
Raleigh, NC 27603
(919) 


